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INTRODUCTION. 



The comparative paucity of objects of antiquarian 
interest in the Lower Provinces of Bengal is well known, and 
such remains as there are have suffered greatly from climate 
or neglect. The following list has been compiled, in com- 
pliance with the requisition of the Government of India, 
from official records and published reports. For convenience 
of reference, it has been arranged in the order of the 
divisions and districts as officially recognized. 

The authorities from which the list has been compiled 
are shown below, division by division :— 

Burdwan Division, 

Letters from Commissioner of the Burdwan Division — 

No. 8, dated 16th June 1870. 
„ 423, „ 15th September 1874. 
„ 261, „ 1st June 1875. 
„ 220, „ 16th „ 1876. 
„ 276, „ 18th „ 1877. ^ 

Presidency Division. 

Letters from Commissioner of the Presidency Division—- 

No. 77J.G., dated 15th June 1876. 
„ 84J.G., „ 16th July 1872. 

Westland's Jessore. 

Rajshahye and Cooch Behar Division, 

Letters from Commissioner of the Bajshahye and Coooh Behar 
Division — 

No. 2663, dated 1st September 1874. 
iy 132, „ 12th July 1875. 

Bengal Administration Report for 1868-69. 

Dacca Division. 

Letters from Commissioner of the Daooa Division — 

No. 1637, dated 20th November 1867. 

3rd April 1872. 
11th September 1872. 
17th July 1873. 
20th May 1876. 
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Chittagong Dkrision. 

Letters from Commissioner of the Chittfigong Division — 

No. 110, dated 27th May 1874. 
„ 83, „ 20th „ 1876. 

Dr. Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. VI. 

Patna Division. 

Mr. Broadley's Account of the Nalanda Monasteries, 1872. 
Dr Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal, Vols. XL XII, and 

XIII. 
Cunningham's Report, Vol. I. 
Letter from Commissioner of the Patna Division— 

No. 374, dated 21st October 1870. 

Dr. Rajendra L&la Mitra's work entitled " The Hermitage of 

Sakyd Muni '^ (in the Press) . 
Dr. Rajendra LS.la Mitra's report to Government, dated 31st 

October 1877. 

Bhagulpore Division, 

Letters from Commissioner of the Bhagulpore Division — 

No. 1258, dated 9th August 1872. 
„ 436G., „ nth November 1878. 

Letter from Commissioner of the Rajshahye and Cooch Behar 
Division — 

No. 132, dated 12th July 1875. 

Dr. Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal, Vols. VII and 
XIV. 

Orissa Division, 

Letter from Commissioner of the Orissa Division — 
No. 172, dated 21st June 1869. 

Dr. Hunter's Orissa, Vol. I. 

Dr. Rajendra Laid Mitra's " Antiquities of Orissa," Vol. II (in 

the Press) . 
l^engal Administration Report for 1868-69. 
Dr. Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. VIII. 
Dr. D. B. Smith's Report on the Pilgrimage to Jagannath in 

1868. 
Sterling's Orissa. 
Mr. Beames' paper in the journal of the Asiatic Society of 

Bengal, Vol. 44, Part I, 1875. 
Baboo Chandra Sekar Banurji's paper in the same journal, Vol. 

39 (new series), Part I, No. Ill, 1870. 



( 3 ) 

Chota Nagpore Division. 

Letter from Public Works Department of the Government of 
Bengal — 

No. 2857, dated 17th May 1869. 

Letters from Commissioner of the Chota Nagpore Division-^ 

No. 97T., dated 16th August 1874. 
„ 2208, „ 6th July 1875. 
„ 1934, „ 25th „ 1877. 



Bengal Secretariat, \ 
The 1st February 1879. \ 
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his opponents by making the stone pillars 
appear as so many men in his service, 
whom he employed constantly to guard the 
citadel ; but they are more probably of the 
same character as the monumenttJ stones 
fund in Chota Nagpore. 

It is bmlt of stone, with a marble tablet bear- 
ing an inscription to the effect that Rajah 
Chohan Sing constructed it in 996 B.8., 
BO that the date affords a very satiafactov 
corroboration of the correctness of the epoch 
assigned to the Bogri Rajahs (1555- 
1610 A.D.). 

Ul.—Maj/na family.— The fort is built 
on an island within an island, and is 
situated on the western bank of the 
Cossye, a little -v^-" '*- ■■'unction with 
the Keliaghye; it r constructed 
by excavating two almost lakes. 
The earth of the first was thrown inwards, 
so as to form a raised embankment of ooD- 
siderable breadth, which, having become 
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There are no structures whioh are worth con- 
serving for architectural reasons, and most 
of the buildings which are of historical 
interest, apart from other arcbiteotural 
merit, are taken care of. These are the 
following : — 


lill 

t-3£ a 


Aliverdi Khan, at Eoshunbagh, which is 
almost opposite the palace at Moorshedabad. 
The Khushb^b mausoleum oonaists of a 
series of bmldings situated within a large 
enclosure ; that at Eoshunbagh is on a 
smaller s<mle. Neither of them is of any 
arohitectural merit. 


There is an interesting building at Kathra, 
near the city of MoorshedabEid, the Mak- 
burra of Moorshed Kuli Khan. This build- 
ing, whioh is supposed to be looked after 
by the Nawab Nazim, is gradually decay- 
ing, and the expense of restoring it, or even 
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This has almost entirely worn off, leaving 
the building a massive, plain-looking, red 
brict temple. Large stones have been 
used for door coping, &o. 

The object of worship in this temple is a 
" Siva Linga," which is fixed in a hole in 
the floor of the under ground basement, and 
which has no " Gouripat." The depth of 
this floor below the surface causes it to be 
at all times more or lesa covered with 
water, and it is customary to bale out the 
water before the idol can be worshipped. 

The earliest tradition of this Siva is that it 
was placed where it now stands, or some- 
where in the vicinity, by a King of Assam 
named Julpeswar. After a lapse of time it 
appears to have been overlooked, or its 
existence forgotten, and the f"!!'"-:-'* f- 
the legend connected vrith its 
and the erection of the Julpesh tempio. 

Some 280 years ago Fran Narain, Rajah of 
Cooch Bebar, dreamt that Siva appeared to 
him and said that he was at Gortali, and 
would be found if effective search was made 
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The most important object of antiquity is 
the great temple there, which is also 
remarkable as oeing the fineat brick etrno- 
tnre still standing in India. The bricks 
are of large size, 15x9 inches, carefully 
made and dressed, so as to rest smoothly on 
eaoh other without the use of cement. The 
cement osed was clay, both for the waUs and 
the arches ; cement of surki and lime, how- 
ever, was not unknown at the time, for it has 
been used on r^"*- «««:t.™, «^a -therexpoBod 
places, and all i walls, and 
for the formation ot mouldings and orna- 
mental figures. The temple was built in tha 
fijst oentury, B.O., on the site of a still older 
one built by Emperor Asoka 150 years 
before that dato. It was surrounded by a 
Bton»railingset npbyihat monarch, and 
within this sBdosursi It would seem, ori- 
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In the way from Gayfi to Buddha Gayfi 
there are several monasteries of Hindu 
Sannyasifl ; everywhere the graves are 

alike. 
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iuBcription in the poioh over the doorway of 
the third or fourth century of the Chriatian 
era. It is curious to remark that in the 

railing at Buddha 
DTesentation of the 


This is situated in the gronp of hills called 
Nagariuni, near the Falgu river, and is 
about half a mile to the east of the Barabar 
group. It is the largest oave out in the 
southern face of a rooky ridge, and ia ap- 
proached from below by a flight of rude 
atone steps. The height of the oave door- 
way above the level of the plains is about 
50 feet. The oave itself measures 46 feet 
6 inches long by 19 feet 2 inches broad, 
both ends being aemiciroular, and in the 
inscription on the doorway in the ancient 
character of Asoka's edicts the oave ie 
called the " Gopi'a " cave, and is said to 
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The district officer has removed it, as inter- 
esting for its curious workmanship and pro- 
bable antiquity. 

Kiitab Shah's graveyard haa many tombs of 
interest with inscriptions. The place is held 
sacred still. An inscription, now in his 
" Chillakhana," is said to record his death 
in833Hijri. There are also several carved 
stone pillars; the one opposite the saint's 
head, and said to have been put up more 
recently, has a short inscription. The monu- 
ment occupies a If"™ """'-' ^" +*■" oentro 
are the remains of house, 
now in ruins ; somt of the 
house are lined with tiles whioh yet retain 
their enamel of various bright colours. South 
of the house is an irregular quadrangle, 
enclosed by a brick wall about 100 yards in 
diameter. On one side is a square tank 
edged with cut stone, and on another a 
ruinous moaque, while at the south-west 
comer are the tombsof Kiitab and his father, 
who was also a saint of great repute. 






! 


•a 

1 


.^ 


1 


d 

K 


s 



( 191 ) 



•1 



^ 03 fl 
of*— • © 

S S 2 



9 S 9 ® 

« 3 ^ 03 

*g '^^ ©'a 

® s © 



r-H aj p o S 

g jj pq«S O'S 03 



o 

'a 



.9 
EH 






® © o '^;rfc,H ^'rS « I 



^ &0 60 

© P P 
© '3 o 

eS • 
&0 © ob 

p d 8^ d 

s " s a 
^ a 3 



© 



© o "° ;rj c«H _. 

•^ ° ©kS W^rS 2 I 

•^ oQ o eJ 



go C^r^^ OS.SgQ bo 

cH 




^•a^ 



p 







Pi 



o 



® ^ 

-^^ 



>sO o 

. s 3 -3 -§ a CO 

2^id.9fe!®o 

es ^^ 3 ^ ^^ 
«*rS 2 Si's B 5 

i a 

>» ->3 2 o ^^ © o 

pd.S 6 Pi^M^ 03»O«M 



©**H:g5 d § 



3 

© 






03 



-S 






o 

3 



rH ® S 



EH 



co-S 






^ 



© 

60 

•s 



s 



id 



2**H 



03 






o 

•4J 



o 

ft 



O 



o 

-4-» 



o 



O 

P 



o 

• 1-1 



CO 
CO 



CO 



00 

CO 



CO 



T*< 



( 1»3 ) 



8 

I 

^< 
O 

CO 



w 

pel 
O 
P-i 

k3 

O 

pq 










hi 



OQ 

o 



CO 

o 



2 " 

o ^ 

•4^ O ^ 

5 fcl C3 ^ 
® jq .M .4J 

^.^ ►>«) 
-«J 02 r^ CO 



O rt o 

o © e g ^^ 
bo S <i> o 



o 



s 



3 



a 



^ 


o 


o 


OQ 


•T^ 


• 


> 


T^ 


•iH 





nd 


03 


rO 


nn 


;3 




00 


1—1 
c3 


.3 


^ 



2 o 

"=3 



..-o ^^ -^ - S*^ -^ o 

d "^ 
o « © 



CQ 

o 



o 

^ 






a 

CQ 



a ® s ® 

BQ rO © C^ 




ed 
O 



Q 



o 



( 193 ) 



S|«|||-|l||ll ii:i':i| i||g||ll|l| 



sas 



SH.S J 



■s^lli 

a ^^-^ 






'. 11^1 



|.iltJf.|.M<i:i|1 
. SI'S S S^ !<■?!!!§ . 3agr^ 



I "3 



|li||&|pli-Hl l|lll!i!f| 

n-s i1lllll.g3l 1.11 1 §j||.l1lltl| 



( IM ) 




( 195 ) 



c8 
f-i 

&3 



43 



« a 




8 « ^ 

^-3 a 






a 



• r-i 



o 



QQ 



I 

n 
o 

a 



•HI 







o 

•4-9 
• ft 



•3 

I— I 



3 






( 196 ) 



S 

H 



I 

O 

M 
CQ 

E 



O 

w 



i 

« 



a 
ii 

o 







§ 



^00 



•4^ 



P4 



9 B 

OQ 



^lltil 

g g 6o" o 

C3 m ® ri a 

i?a § PI o-« 
s^ ^ " " 







•p=^ 6 4S fl •§ 



CO 

;3 



.14 '•-^ 



o 

OQ 

:=3 a 



3 OQ 



PrgrH fl " ^ 



P-iO 



o 




&:3 
o g 

CM IB 
O 



OQ 
OQ 



<p .;24 



o 






OQ 



2 © ©_§ 

P. to 

o^eu : ^ 

O ^ O) 



P4 



© «H O (^ 



1 
o 



OQ 
© 

OQ 

O 

a 
% 



-a 

O 



rd 

08 

-a 



CO 

o 






o 

sz; 



CO 



( 197 ) 




( 198 ) 



"« 

V 

^ 



s 
o 



O 

V. 

P 

w 
o 

<1 
W 
pq 



M 
M 

M 

M 

04 



J3' 

O 

« 
J3 



s 

a 

e 
o 

•C 



O 



.» S 

s.g 

00 ► 
<NCfl 



9 a^ 



111 




•4H ® 



.a .9 



do 

-fa 2 ► H f^ 

o^ « fl ^ 3 
•S.f f 2 B fl 



Pi 
O 




^i« 



s:i 



w -, M 

g bOOQ "^ o 



QQ 



rt o 



•a ^.2 d ^ 



O •si •4^ .xj 

-a a.g «>:3- 

%^ -^'^ 

i-H -^ fl 52 ^ 

g rj.H flrQ 

"^ fl Id 

K. o o 

>iH lD I— « 

.;:5 o ^ -X o3 



B S 8 









P4 



'-" o:>.. 



OQ 



2 T^ 3 
OS f 

c3 CD o 

o o o 



I 



<1 



QQ 
O 

a 



d 
nd 

•a 



•c 



o 



d 



^. 



03 



O 

•4^ 



I 

:S d 

IS. 






CO 



( 199 ) 



t. ^1 .1 

S b £ 







<5 

o 
o 

® 



QQ 

So 



SO 

g3 o3 

EH 2 J^ 



•73 



■ © 

fe « »L, HTJ © . 

-2 ««^2 OrS U^^ 
P 55 rt © H © TJ 

© n 



00 o 

© <=> 



I 

bo 



•s 



© 



o 

oS 

a 






© 






5Pn08 



^ 
tJ 

§ 



OQ 
© 
Put 

o 



© 






© 



© 
&0 



P S <=" 




d 
© 





O 



© 



03 

09 ® ^ d 

g8 O OQ o 

d ®^ i^ 



d 
d 

w 



© 

a 
© 

•+3 



I 

a 

© 



d . 

rH to 

dr3. 



M 



O © d 

-si* p^ 







© 



o 



o 



to 



xo 

o 



( 200 ) 



M 

M 



O 

I 

O 

CO 

M 

P 

w 
o 

w 



o 
o 

.13 



o 
o 

in 

la 

o 

oa 

o 






o 




s 









g 



w o M 

111 

<4 



OQ O ^ ""^ pia -+:» 

.s © ® s 



09 

flcs> 
o 



o 






^ 



o 



© © 

* © g 



CD 



©^ 

3« ^ S 9 

O p 03 "^ 



© 

03 
© 



'l|ia,| 
p] 2 p4 o 

© a € 

03 O iT-1 W O 

a© a- o 

•a ^1^1 



P^t 



1t^s.|? 



»4 

o 



P4 
© 

•3 



© 



bo 

© o3 

OQ ® 

2-^ 



OQ 



CO 



1>^ 

© 



© 



i.^1.3 



^^ ~i^ '** ^^ L4 Q^ 




© fl O cH 



(JO 

p 



o 



( 201 ) 



e| S 



4-S.-S.a»-ga^SlJi| 



9.sl 
Ill 



i- s- a t = ^ 



II 






lllliilililJi.i 



Is. 



( 200 ) 



■PC *^as,^ 9sjdo« -*■,*■ 

















fhii 



»3 
j-fi a 

ill 

II 



II 

J "-a 



•a-a 

111 

iii 



( 202 ) 



•2 

••• 

R 
o 

I 

o 

M 
GO 

E 



QQ 
GO 

M 

o 



I 

2 



'lib 




'-Si 




^'^:S.a 



M^ ^w _^ 



«H .^ iJCl r-^ •p^ -fd 'H rM 
M 



g « H d * 






§H S P 



© 






o 



1 



OQ 
O 

o « 
© 



^ 



-§ 



© 

/I © 

§ g a 



is 

CD 



M 

■s 



-^r««^pv^r- 



o 



( 303 ) 



T** 



I 




•sag 



I 111 



If 

ggjg 

3.9 .s*S 



i^^ 



^1 




J ^^ « ■§ "S 13 a 

^ g o S o 

j.5^ §*s 8^ |«a 

' 03 



08 M 2^ 



I 



ilia 



^.9 



■s 



t^ o 



?til.S«g."9 



•3-S 






J 



OS 

OQ 



O d> 9 



o 

a 

o 

a 



■ 

•-9 

a" 






o 

o 



<N 



( 204 ) 









!^l3!l|^ii 






j; ,5 :=! a S 3 









:a.9 i £ 0.2 i 



( 205 ) 




"****« S Si's -g rt 



* « a pLi$ ^ 
<^ S 5^ us'S © . « 






e3t-t 



s^.a 



«Q SH 



^- fci* "^ 




H §-3 g ^.. 



CD 



00 3 



C8 a 5$ --. 






•S M M o ^ 



* « -- 

9 o 







IS 




I -a 55 

OD 08 CO 

g j^o «^ «QQ 
S 5^ ui S 2 8 






^09 



a9 






•a 



1 ^-a I 



^M 



•:: (4 



I 



1^ 



6 



€0 



( 206 ) 



ill "f^ 11 I'll 



• s:-sl 



;:•' 
^^K 








|.g 


».s-- 


w"^ 




sg 




R "i 


^l-eS-2 


8 g 



■S'"i s a I ° & 

S S S fl hJ:3^ 



( 2or ) 



•^ b ^ S S-^S^ 

S ^ S ^ ^ .«« Q> 



14 



1 



M^ 






o CO o c0 S a; 
-d •« fjQ »P * 
d O fe 2 
fe-3 o ^ '^ 

g^^ ^ a'23 ^^*^ 
S ^ H S oS •** 











I 



•• s e .® eg « a 

S3 S o ."5 ® ^cSS 



g 



it^ 







( »» ) 



i 


1 

1 

■8 
1 


colossal figures of the female divinitin 
called Matria are particularly remarkable. 
They are said to have boon rooovored lately 
out of the sand of the river, whore thoy 
were thrown by the Moguls, on tlieir slmnes 
being destroyed by a mahiyun of Cuttack, 
who built the edifice in which thoy are 
now depositod. Thoy differ little in style 
and dimension from those above described, 
but appear to be out out of blocks of 
basalt or groen stone, instead of olilorito 
shist. They are styled respectively KdU, 
Indrfini, Kumari, lludrani, Varihini, 
Vaishnavi, and Yama Mitri. The tigurt 
of Kali is Boulptured in a very spirited 
manner. She is represented with an axe 
in one hand and a oup full of blood in the 
other, dancing in an infuriated attitude, 
after the destruc*:-" -* *>■» -'-* '>"'-*"-ya, 
and trampling ,us- 
band, Mahfidev, who, as tbe fable runs, bad 
thrown himself at her feet to solicit her to 
desist from those violent moTements wbioh 
were shaking the whole world. That of Yama 
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of the great tower, the diatanoe is 22 feet, 
and the area is conterminous with the area 
on the other sides. On the centre of it, 
right in front of the gateway, but a little 
to the left of the central entrance of the 
foremost building, there is a monolvthio 
column 2 feet in diameter and 20 feet high, 
surmounted by a bull couchant. The plinth 
of this column is square ; it has no base 
mouldine of any Hnd, and its capital is 


two cavities and two tiles. Tn style it bears 
no relation to the buUding around it, and 
is evidently of a comparatively modem date, 
erected long after the great tower and its 
enclosure. 


The tower includes a suite oi four bmldin|s 
Btanding in file. The foremost of these is 

next, the nat mandir, or dancing hall ; then 
the mohan, or the poroh ; and lastly the dewul, 
or the temple proper. Of these the last 
two were built at the same time, and in a 
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